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Torontsky véstnik
POBOCKA TORONTO BRANCH — |. /2021 - L éto/ Summer

Zdravime. Dlouho jsme se nehlésili, Zijeme v nenormalnich podminkach pandemie. Ceské a Slovenské

sdruZeni tu v§ak je porad a zprav mame hodné:

Dne 5. ¢ervna se konal celokandsky kongres. Bohuzel, misto milého setkani krajant v krasném mgésté
Calgary, probihal jen virtualné. Za torontsky vybor se zucastnila predsedkyné Markéta Slepéikova a
mistopiedseda Petr Kohout.

e Zdravice prednesli velvyslanec Ceské republiky Ing. Botek Lizec, generéalni konsul Ceské republiky Petr
Burianek, piedsedkyn& Sokola Toronto Véra Ticha. Robert Tmej za Masarykiv Ustav (MMI) a za Tribute
to Liberty navic podal zpravu o stavb¢ pamatniku obétem komunismu. O tom vas rozhodn¢ budeme
informovat podrobngji.

e Kongres se zabyval pievazné moznosti korespondenénich voleb pro zahraniéni Cechy.

e Déle byla zvolena nova predsedkyné - Misa Gogela, kterd dlouha léta vede pobocku Winnipeg. Vybor
zastava jinak stejny.

e Jednatelka Lucie Kod'ouskova priipravila hezké video se zdravicemi pro odstupujiciho piedsedu Milose
Suchmu. Ptispévek Toronta se svou kamerou natocila M. Slepéikova; Milosovi za léta prace podékovali
P. Kohout a Martin Jelinowicz.

o Pot&sila nas zprava — CSSK ma novou poboc¢ku na Yukonu! Vede ji piedseda Patrik Pikalek a sedmi¢lenny
vybor.

| za tézké situace, kdy nesmime poradat vetejné akce, a v dobg, je nas stdle méné, jsme splnili dalezity ukol:
Pfipominat nasi kulturu i historicka data. V nasi pobocce vznikl napad, jak ptipomenout 400 let od tragicke a
diilezité udalosti v éeskych déjinach, popravy 27 ¢eskych pani na Staroméstském namésti roku 1621.

V sobotu 19. ¢ervna 2021, v parku Masaryktown (zrovna v dobé¢, kdyz se zde normalné uz po sedm desetileti
schazejl krajane na tradlcmm plknlku Cesky a Slovensky den) Poboc¢ka Toronto CSSK spolu s Masarykovym
; - ustavem (MMI) a Sokolem Kanada, uspotadaly pietni akt - za ucasti
generalniho konsula CR Petra Buridnka a dalsich zaméstnancii
konsulatu. Kytice k pamatniku na Masaryktownu polozili pan konsul s
vice-konzulkou Norou Maresovou (foto) a za CSSK nas mistopredseda
Petr Kohout — 27 ¢ervenych a bilych razi. Pan konsul ve svém projevu
mluvil o pob&lohorském exilu. Pfedsedovi MMI Robertu Tmejovi patii
mnoho dikti za pomoc a spolupréci. Akce nebyla - z divodu lockdownu
- minéna pro Sirsi vefejnost.

Stiipky...

e Den 21. cervnar. 1621 bylo pondéli. Na pondeli pripadlo i toto 400.
VYroci.

e Podle legendy si mistr kat Jan Mydl&7 — ktery popravoval ceske
pany —vzal c¢ernou kapi namisto obvykle cervené.

.. @ pouceni z teto historické kapitoly:

' e Nejen sovétsky komunismu a némecky nacizmus suzovaly naSe
narody. K utiskovatelim patfila i nadvlada Habsburkd, a trvala
zatim nejdéle — 300 let!

y * Vdnesni dob¢ se od celého zapadniho/evropského civiliza¢niho
okruhu pozaduje skladani ucti za kolonialismus a otrokarstvi.
Neukazuje nam prave¢ tato kapitola ¢eskych déjin, Ze nase narody se
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nemaji za co omlouvat, ze samy trpély pod cizi nadvladou? Prosim zamyslejme se nad tim spolu se svymi
détmi a vnoudaty, které jsou na gkolach a ve vefejném prostiedi vystaveny silné indoktrinaci. Cesi a Slovaci
se na uvedenych kiivdach nepodileli a maji tudiz hlasit¢ odmitat nést jakykoli podil viny. Pouceni by si méli
vzit zejména mladi lidé, ktere, Zel, historie nezajima.

Nase predsedkyné Marketa, byla letos vyznamenana Krameriovou cenou za nezavislou zurnalistiku, kterou od
r. 2016 kazdoro¢né udili Asociace nezavislych médii v Praze. Cena je pojmenovana po jednom z prvnich ¢eskych
narodnich buditeli (Vaclav Matéj Kramerius — 1753-1808, novinai a publicista). Gratulujeme!

V breznu jste mohli v krajanském televiznim vysilani Novd Vize, jehoZ producentkou je naSe predsedkyné
Markéta, shlédnout dramatizaci o starych Slovanech, spoluprace CSSK, Skvostii rezisérky Olgy Turokové a
Nové Vize.

Nyni pro Vas chystdme pokracovani o prichodu krestanstvi: Putovanie za sv. Cyrilom a Metodom, opét ve
spolupréci se Skvosty, v reZii Olgy Turokové. Scenaristky O. Turokova a Sonia Pevna jsou ¢lenky naseho
vyboru, jehoZ velka ¢ast opét ucinkuje.

Nas vybor dokonce sesel na schizi, kde jsme fesili hlavné uvedenou kulturni ¢innost. T&Si nés, ze jsme mohli
do CSSK privitat tfi nové ¢leny: Hanu Bockovou, Brafia Suleka a Tibora Habca! Méli jsme taky radost, Ze
jsme kone¢né mohli o0 cervencovém piedvecCeru posedét ve svézi zeleni Masaryktownu na patiu Restaurace
Praha pti vyborném jidle se vzornou, ptatelskou obsluhou.

Upoutavky

Nokturna ve méste - 20 ro¢nik - pokracovala pres internet prednaskami prof. laina Scotta o ¢eskych operach. Doufame, ze
na podzim uz budeme moci produkovat koncerty zivé. Madme naplanovana vystoupeni houslisty Ivana Zenatého, Radky
Hanékoveé, Zemlinského kvarteta, Joe Musila a Cesko- Slovensky Dixieland. Tésime se na vasi tcast a podporu.

Smutné udalosti neustanou ani za lockdownu. Jisté jste slySeli 0 ni¢ivém tornddu na Moravé, po némz bylo
Sest mrtvych, stovky zranénych a miliardové skody. GK v Torontu nebo MMI Vam podaji informace/odkazy,
jak byste eventuelné mohli poslat prispévek na shirku pomoci. No, a nez jsme se nadechli, slysime o tornadu
nedaleko od nas, v Barrie, a dale o hroznych pozarech na mnoha mistech a o povodnich v Némecku a jinde.

Odesli na véénost:  Pred nedavnem v Torontu zemiel Jiti Skoda, a kratce na to Ivan Rézl. Mnozi jste je znali
z divadelni scény ceského Nového divadla, kde oba pasobili 50 let. Vénujte jim vzpominku.

Dne 10. ¢ervence zemiela pani Anna Janousova, dlouholeta a velmi pracovita Sokolka. Byla znama odbornice na
ceské a moravskeé kroje a folklor. Pamatujeme si, jak vzdy o Velikonocich na bazarech tvofila krasné kraslice. Jeji rodiné
a Sokolim vyjadiujeme uptimnou soustrast.

Podélte se s nami o zazitky a zkuSenosti, ba i problémy. Vite 0 nékom, kdo je sam a potiebuje pomoc nebo
aspon dobré slovo?
To je pro dnesek vse. Tésime se na shledanou!

Barunka Sherriffova a vybor pobocky
Barbara sherriff@rogers.com

ENGLISH
We hope you are well during the continuing pandemics. We are still here, and we have lots of news.

On June 5, CSAC had its 68. Congress. Instead of a friendly conference in beautiful Calgary, it was on zoom.

Toronto delegates were our Chairwoman Markeéta Slepcikova and Deputy Chairman Petr Kohout.

e Ambassador of the Czech Republic Boiek Lizec and Consul General of the Czech Republic Petr Burinek,
addressed the participants, as did Sokol Toronto President Véra Ticha and Robert Tmej for MMI. He also
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had a report for Tribute to Liberty about the construction of the Monument to the Victims of communism.
We will definitely bring a detailed report about that very soon.

e The Congress discussed mainly postal vote for Czech expats, and cultural activities.

e The CSAC also voted. We have a new Canada-wide president - Misa Gogela, a long-time Chair of the
Winnipeg Branch. The Board remains the same.

e Secretary Lucie Kodouskova created a video of greetings for Milo§ Suchma who is resigning after 16 years
as President. Toronto’s contribution was filmed by M. Slepc¢ikova. P. Kohout and Martin Jelinowicz
thanked Milos and wished him all the best into the future.

e We have an exciting bit of news — we have a new Branch in Yukon with Chairman Patrik Pikalek.

The 400th anniversary of the Prague execution of Bohemian Protestant Lords, an important chapter in Czech
history — was remembered in Toronto on June 19, 2021. Masaryk Memorial Institute in cooperation with the
Toronto Branch of the Czech and Slovak Association of Canada, organised a commemorative event. Consul
General of the Czech Republic Peter Buridnek and Vice-Consul Nora Maresov4, and
Toronto Branch Vice-Chairman Petr Kohout laid flowers at the monument. (photo)

Trivia:...
The day of 21. June of 1621 was a Monday, as was this 400th anniversary.
Legend has it that master executioner Jan Mydla; wore a black cape instead of his usual red.

... and lessons:

e Not only Soviet communism and Nazi Germany were oppressing our two peoples, but also the Habsburg
rule — which lasted 300 years.

e Today an entire demographic group is held to account for wrongs, past or present; let this chapter in history
teach us that Czechs or Slovaks were not complicit in practicing colonialism and slavery, and were in fact,
oppressed, and should therefore refuse to share the guilt.

We are pleased that our Marketa Slepcikova has received the Kramerius Award for independent journalism, given
annually by the Association of Independent Journalism in Prague, for her work on the Czech language TV abroad
(Nova Vize). The award is named for a personality of the national revival, journalist and publicist Vaclav Matéj
Kramerius — 1753-1808). Congratulations.

What are we working on? Last spring OMNI TV Czech program Nova Vize broadcast a dramatization about
ancient Slavs and their gods, done in collaboration of CSAC Toronto, directed by Olga Turok. This year the
same team (mainly our Board) is working on a show about Cyril and Methodius and the arrival of Christianity,

Nocturnes in the City — 20th year - continued with internet lectures (Prof. lain Scott on Czech operas. We hope to have
live concerts in the fall.

We look forward to seeing you soon! We will write more soon. Stay in good health and have a nice summer.

Barbara Sherriff
on behalf of the board
barbara sherriff@rogers.com
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Plaque on Prague’s Old town Square

00t anntversary: Prague Execution
On November 8. 1620 a battle took place a few feet away from the renaissance summer lodge Hvezda, named for its unique star
shaped floor plan. The Catholic League, Habsburg Emperor Ferdinand and his allies clashed with an army of Protestant, mostly Czech
Lords who had started a rebellion against the growing oppression of non-Catholics after decades of what was religious tolerance
seldom seen. This rebellion started in 1618 with a defenestration of two officials and was in fact the beginning of the 30-year war.

The battle was lost in less than two hours, the Protestant army, made up mostly of poorly paid mercenaries gave up; only the
Moravian battalions fought to the last man. The rebellion was crushed.

The Czech/Protestant lords had made many mistakes: such as electing a foreigner Frederick of the Palatinate as Czech king,
a paid army, misplaced hope in the help of England. After the battle the king fled — with his family including the infant Prince Ruppert
- and no one even tried to defend Prague. There was chaos, looting and plundering by the imperial troops, and loss of enormous
wealth. Leaders of the uprising were gradually arrested.

The punishment was extraordinarily cruel even by the standards of the day, intended to serve as deterrent of any opposition to
Habsburg rule:

On June 21, 1621 27 of the leaders, mostly Czech aristocrats and high-ranking officials, were executed on Prague’s Old
Town Square in a major spectacle: — beheading by sword and hanging. Those convicted included Joachim Andreas von Schlick,
Véclav Budovec z Budova, Krystof Harant z PolZic a Bezdruzic, doctor J&n Jesenius, and others ... It is said that all faced their fate
with bravery, none tried to save their life by pleading for mercy or conversion. This helped atone for the past mistakes and turned
them into heroes in public opinion.

Their properties were confiscated and used to reward noblemen loyal to the Habsburgs, mostly foreign aristocrats. Other
Protestants saved their lives by converting to Catholicism and forfeiting their wealth. Thousands of others fled into exile, often
intellectual elite, such as scholar Comenius or artist Vaclav Hollar who later became well known in London.

The Czech state ceased to exist, disappeared from the map for 300 years. Czech ceased to be the official language and was
pushed to the margins. The people were subjected to Germanization, serfdom and conditions for the peasantry worsened. It can be
argued that the consequences of the lost Battle of the White Mountain are felt to this day.

Hvezda lodge

Monument installed in 1920
(i.e. 300 anniversary of the battle — by Sokol!)




